Activation of maternal behavior of albino rats after combined treatment with dopamine and opioid receptor antagonists in low doses.
We studied the effect of D1/D2 antagonist haloperidol on maternal motivation in nursing albino rats. Haloperidol in a dose of 0.2 mg/kg significantly attenuated parental reactions and motor and exploratory activities. In a lower dose (0.1 mg/kg) the drug produced the same effect on maternal behavior (number of approaches to newborns) without reducing motor activity. The effect of low-dose haloperidol was different after naloxone treatment (0.2 mg/kg intranasally): the number of pup transfers increased significantly. The detected phenomenon indicates good prospects of combined treatment with agents modifying the cerebral dopaminergic and opioid systems as the method for correction of disorders in maternal behavior.